ulguguaznInINIINguingvasussmasdlaunazUssnalnglun1sdnadaanis
wardedulgANaEaINILALg1Y

Policy and Legal Measures of Sweden and Thailand in the Area of Providing Welfare

and Facilities to the Elderly Persons

Ayedsiinn auzna
Kanthanika Tanakul

unAnge

nsfnwiidendeliifnguszasdiile 1. AnvinasiUiouifiunuifn vul wazuinanis
yangrneifeafunsinatainisuazdsensanuazanliuiggenygseninssmeaiinuuas
Uszmelne 2. liledeszimnuunnsnaddasiaine Japmn guassa wasdeddnmanguunelunisde
aYaRnsuarAssusmmasmndmiulgeotgreniiaesssma 3. ledunziuasiausdeiuouuy
Beulgurguarunasnsnsngvingdmiunstaunssuuaiainisuagdseiuisanuagaindivyy
faeengesssmalnglidaruaseunquuarssdu nenwafsiidumsidedanan Tasysannis
MITEFReNa13INAUNSEUN WAl TIENIINNGUAIBE MU LLDIZDS 910U 12 518 wialu 4 ngu
Uszneusie fgeenguminedidenisuarivaiainisainuszmelne (5 510) {asengrnlneisu
afaRnsanUssmeaiiou (5 918) Emihitgudiiannnsinatainsderudgsens (1 510) uazdmiia
rensga aonuendasTIIyealinulssiUsemalng (1 518) namsAnmnudi Ussmaalinuillaseaiig
afarnsiilianuddyiundnanuduananugiunisunasesmulestesviesiu Inmeuiauas
piineilsunasuiafundviesiuiieumaseliddalumsinuinisansisas Sanadviesiu
swdmiul 2022 egjsevinedosay 28.98-35.15 Ineifiduadeosas 32.24 wall Snsfanardusng
RIMBIAUTALAN18gfiniA (Statistics Sweden, 2021) UBNINT FFULT YU NUTAVENINTA
dnedeliffuiiwidnegarsusemeald widniusslovdudazuszianilitoulounndeiy
(Pensionsmyndigheten, 2026) Tuvausfiuszmalned didnwazn1sdnaTannsfinaunauszniing
msfuAsasedinu MIauATIE wazmsionasauaiuasguy 1 odsdndgeengludnm 600-1,000
Umseifous NI NenauiiTeelul 2565 Geegiiuszanal 2,997 Underusiofiou (@i
AN WAIINITATYFRALAEAIAULUANTR, 2566) waznsuRanRggdaudimunnisinaiannisdeny
Faeeny 12 wiwmadeyaildlunisinw Feavvisudodiinduduiunazaunseunguuesuinig
alannsluguuuvanuauasIsiveinasy Tolauswuyszyd UsenalngaisisawnlansesuUydR
faseny . 2506 USuibed@nliaenadoatudummeinau nszanesiuamanisadagiiosiu vene
anuUUanesglyinsouRqusTAUYm wagiannszuu Ui AliTimud sty

mddny: adafnsgatony, Wnsnsnengusng, Sgalannis, avsaiuvi, denudgeeny



ABSTRACT

This research aims to: 1) study and compare the fundamental concepts and legal
measures regarding the provision of welfare and facilities for the elderly between Sweden and
Thailand, 2) analyze the structural differences; and 3) synthesize and propose policy
recommendations and legal measures to improve Thailand's welfare system. This study employs
a qualitative research methodology, integrating documentary research with in-depth interviews. A
purposive sampling method was utilized to select 12 key informants across four groups,
consisting of Thai elderly individuals receiving welfare in Thailand, Thai elderly individuals
receiving welfare in Sweden, a government official from the Social Welfare Development Center
for Older Persons, and a consular officer from the Embassy of Sweden in Thailand.

The findings reveal that Sweden's welfare structure is strongly influenced by the principle
of universalism. Through a decentralized system, municipalities and regions have taxation powers
at the local level. In 2022, the combined local tax rate ranged from 28.98% to 35.15%, with an
average of 32.24%. This rate consists of municipal and regional taxes (Statistics Sweden, 2021) to
provide long-term care services and a public pension system in which certain pension benefits
can continue to be paid to recipients residing abroad, subject to the conditions applicable to
each type of benefit (Pensionsmyndigheten, 2026). In contrast, Thailand's welfare system retains
characteristics of a welfare model that combines social protection, assistance, and reliance on
the family institution and community support. The country faces critical limitations, including a
subsistence allowance (600-1,000 THB) below the national poverty line, limitations in the
coverage and capacity of state-supported elderly welfare facilities, including the limited number
of state-operated Social Welfare Development Centers for Older Persons, with 12 centers
identified in the data used in this study, and local governments lacking direct income tax
collection authority. Recommendations indicate that Thailand should urgently amend the Older
Persons Act B.E. 2546 (2003) to align the subsistence allowance with the poverty line, promote
fiscal decentralization to local governments, expand state-run care facilities at the community
level, and develop a sustainable national pension system.

Keywords: Elderly welfare, Legal measures, Welfare state, Universalism, Aging society
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